Update on herpesvirus infections.
Herpesviruses are responsible for many illnesses that affect the oral and maxillofacial region. The most common of these are primary or recurrent HSV infection, but knowledge of the manifestations of the eight herpesviruses that cause infections in humans will provide clinicians with a better understanding and basis for diagnosing and managing patients with these diseases. Immunocompromised patients are at greater risk for serious illness: therefore, clinicians treating transplant patients, patients receiving cancer chemotherapy, or HIV-infected individuals should be aware of the various clinical manifestations of infection with herpesviruses.